frequent opportunities of interchanging views with him upon various subjects connected with operative dentistry. Thus, our personal intercourse with Dr. B. was not only a source of great pleasure, but we obtained from him some valuable practical suggestions which our own experience and the other sources of information of which we had hitherto been able to avail ourselves, had failed to supply. Among other things, he described his method of procedure in filling roots of teeth, and as this is an operation which is attracting considerable attention at this time, we will endeavor to repeat it.
The pulp of the tooth, if remaining, is first destroyed with arsenious acid and creosote, applied on the inside of a small cap made of sheet lead, with a small perforation in the centre, through which the sharp end of a small wire projecting from the end of a canula or tube is passed, and by means of which, it is placed directly upon the exposed pulp. The tube is now moved on the wire until the end comes in contact with the convex part of the cap, when the stylet or wire is withdrawn and both removed without displacing or moving from its proper adjustment the leaden cap. This done, the external opening in the crown of the tooth is filled in the usual way with softened wax, and the application permitted to remain sufficiently long to destroy the vitality of the entire pulp.
The wax and cap containing the arsenious acid, having been taken from the tooth and the pulp removed to the extremity of the root, the external opening, if necessary, is now enlarged and the central chamber in the tooth made as easy of access as possible. In short, the tooth being properly prepared for the reception of the filling, a piece of gold foil, of about two inches in length, and a quarter or a half inch in width at one end and coming to a point at the other,is rolled into as a solid wire as possible. The length of the canal in the root is now ascertained, and if the opening at its extremity is large enough to permit the passage of the point of the wire, the latter is clipped off with a pair of scissors. Several of these sharp cylinders or wires made of foil in the manner as just described, should be prepared previously to commencing the operation of filling, and being thus provided with them, the canal in the root is made dry, by introducing a slender pointed probe made of whalebone, silver or untempered steel, having a few straight fibres of raw cotton wound around it. When the moisture has been completely absorbed, the Artificial Diamonds.?It will be remembered by our readers who have watched the progress of chemistry for the last thirty years, that much interest was awakened and much discussion excited by the attempt, some years ago, to crystallize carbon by the galvanic battery, or, in other words, to produce diamonds by artificial means. We remember to have seen the venerable Professor Silliman exhibit to his class certain brilliant little particles which had been obtained in this way, from charcoal. Much was said about these at the time, one party contending that they were genuine diamonds, the other that they were only particles of fused silex, originating in the inorganic ma'tter of the coal.
This old discussion bids fair to be revived.. We see that M. Despretz has claimed to have effected this modification of carbon by his galvanic battery, under circumstances which do not admit of the hypothesis of fused silex. He placed at the inferior pole of a voltaic battery a cylinder of charcoal, the purity of which was ensured by preparing it from crystallized white sugar candy, and at the superior pole a bundle of fine platinum wires. These elements were so arranged that when the electric light was formed, the charcoal was in the red and the platinum in the violet portion of the arc. After the action was over, he found the carbon collected in a changed form upon the platinum wires. The current was continued for a month, and the powder was found hard enough to polish rubies with great rapidity. When burned it left no residue whatever.
M. Despretz remarks as follows upon these phenomena: "Have 1 obtained crystals of carbon which I can separate and weigh, in which I can determine the index of refraction and the angle of polarization without doubt 1 No ; I have simply produced by the electric arc, and by weak voltaic currents, carbon crystallized in black octahedra, in colorless and translucent octahedra, in planes also colorless and translucent, which possess the hardness of the powder of the diamond."
A similar result has been obtained by decomposing a mixture of chloride of carbon and alcohol by weak galvanic currents. The black powder deposited was found to possess equal hardness with that which was sublimed, and rubies was readily polished by it.
Clerical Gullibility.?We wonder if there ever was a humbug too transparent, a quackery too contemptible, a dogma too monstrous, to fail in obtaining clerical support. Sherman's lozenges, Jayne's expectorant, Swaim's panacea, Delaney's Indian vegetable blood purifier, homeopathy, hydropathy, Thompsonianism, kinesipathy, physopathy, every thing monstrous, incredible, preposterous and nonsensical isc arefully cherished by some one or other of this white-cravated mob.
It is to no purpose that the medical profession with a liberality that, we are proud to say, is inseparable from the art, attends these gentlemen gratuitously, and showers upon them profusely all the benefits of the hoarded knowledge of centuries. Any shoemaker fresh from the last, ignorant to the last degree, scarcely a perceptible remove from the chimpanzee, can win the parson's confidence and secure his influence. It is disgusting to see these gullible gentry, who know less about the interior of the human body than they do of the geology of the north pole, running about among the mangy members of their flocks, shaking their confidence in their regular medical advisers, and recommending as infallible panaceas, the pills of brother Snob, or the tar-water of sister Snooks. Such a nuisance as this ought to be abated as speedily as possible.
If only some professorship could be established from which these fathers in Israel could be taught the profundity of their own ignorance in all matters pertaining to the physical welfare of their flocks, and the moral obliquity of their conduct in fostering the miserable, murderous, long-eared army of quacks, who eat up the substance and steal the lives of the people, an incalculable benefit would be conferred upon society. 
